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of the Public on the Character
of Building.

SOME RECENT TRANSACTIONS

Ample Provision for Servants One of

the Features of Mod rn City
Dwellings.

The sale of the residence of Mrs. KlizabethTuckerman at the southwest coiner
of ltith and I streets norllnvest has attract-
ed more attention than is usually given to
such a transaction, for the reason that the
consideration was greater than Is common
in the sale of residence property. The
price mentioned is $2."iO,lK!<> The Inference
should not be drawn from the above statementthat there are no residences in this
city of such a value. It is merely to be understoodthat it Is not usua> for such a sum
of money to be paid for a residence here.
There are a number of houses which have

cost the owners a sum equal to the one

mentioned and a good deal more, but such
expenditures have fteen made by those who
bad the money and they have not taken the
results of the money outlay of some one

else. At the present time it is said of cne
of the latset additions to the "list of large
private houses in this city that the owner
is willing to part with It and that his pricc
is Jl.lHHMHX). The housa and ground alone.
It is estimated, cost at least $7jo,lKJO.

Some Large Figures.
This is not the only private residence in

this city that properly belongs In such a

class, although there is ho other about
which such large figures as to cost can be
used with reason. Still there are quite a

number on which the owners have spent in
the neighborhood cf J.iOJ.OO'l. In some cases
the cost has been increased, owing to the
character of the consti uction. The use of
steel in builviings of this class is not unknownand also terra cotta flooring and
other devices which are supposed to be
founu only in buildir^ i that are designed to
be fireproof.
In some of the best examples of guch

houses, all the money has not been spent
in mere show and ornamentation, but a

good part has gone in substantial construction.In thi.-> particular some of these
houses compare favorably with the best of
business buildings.

Sale of a Residence.
J. V*. X. and T. B. Huyck, real estate

brokers, have sold to Mr. Gardiner Sherman
of New York and Ear Harbor the residence
of Mrs. C'ushing. widow of Dr. Clinton
Cushing, ltMt" I street northwest. The
house, which adjoins the home of the
Misses Riggs. is of an individual style, the
interior being especially attractive and
spacious. The lot has a frontage of over
forty-seven feet by an average depth of
over 100 feet, abutting a wide alley and
containing about 4..V.0 square feet. It is the
intention of the new owner to make extensivealterations, for which plans are being
prepared, and upon completion of the im.provements Mr. and Mrs. Sherman will
luanr men jrn liiaurui w .;nci irfiuniir iu

Washington. The prico paid for the propertywas

As to Fire Waste.
Some recent statistics have brought out

the rather startling fact that tiie loss from
lire in this country is greater than in most
of the Kuropenn countries. The large sum

" of money that goes up each year In smoke
and flame is Impressive Just because of its
proportions, and when the real significance
of the waste of these thousands of dollars
is considered it will be conceded that the
subject is well worthy of the careful attentionof a!! clashes of citizens who have to
do with property.
Of course, in the case of individual loss

it is said the insurance policy covers It, and
that is triu; but at the fame time it must
lie taken into account that large sums of
money are paid into the insurance companiesby property holders, and what the
tax which this item Is in the cost of holdinsproperty means in the course of the
year should also be considered. The fact
is. that this almost wholesale destruction
of property by fire contributes to the cost
of insurance, and if the percentage of loss
were reduced there would be a correspondingfalling off in the insurance rates.

Power of the Property Holder.
It ii evident that the fire loss, as well as

- the Insurance rates, are largely within the
power of the property holder to regulate;
or. in other words, if the character of buildingsis improved from the standpoint of fire
Miriy, mai wii. ai once aneci me entire
situation in both the particulars mentioned.
It is a well-known circumstance, and one
that is recognized by the very provisions of
the insurance underwriters' rules governingthe fixing of rates, that proximity to
a poorly built structure Increases the insurancerate on the adjoining buildings.
Tiie principal of neiglvborliness comes in

hcie, for unless there is co-operation in the
I ne of better buildings then it is impossible
to accomplish very much. There is not
mill h to be effected in the way of reducing
insurance i barges i>> one man putting up
a good building as long as his neighbor
disregards all the rules of good construction.
The owner of the well-built building ;>roDablysecures somewhat lower rates, but

nothing in proportion to what his building
warrants and what it would receive if the
adjoining structures were erected with
greater care. In this r<*gard, therefore, it
wiil lie seen that an improvement in the
character of tlie building in a city depends
somewhat on the general acquiescence of
the citizens.

A Saving of Money.
Substantial building is more expensive

than flimsy construction, and tor that reatonif for no other, any advocacy of a
change from the latter to the former would
eein just now rather ill-timed, as the expenseof building is already looked upon as
reaching a stage where it is regarded as
almost prohibitory by some on account of
th« additional cost arising from the advancein wages and in the prices of mate-
ion ^ vcrinrieM, num anomer poini or

vie* such a change would be In line with
household economy, entirely independent of
Insurance cost, which in the case of houses
In this city is about as low as it ever will
be
If the walls of a house were well built
nd tight and due attention were paid to

the littiriK of window frames and of doors
there would result an annua! saving in
fuel v, hlcli would reach considerable proportionsIn the course of years. Here lies an
Important argument for good building.
Burti houses are more comfortable and it
costs less to live in them. The latter is H
drrumulam e that Is not given due consld-
ertium by those who build nor by those
wtro buy.

What is on the Surface.
It is a question whether such a considerationwould outweigh in the minds of the

average house buyer such details as the
merely ornamental features of the modern
house which have such allurement for the
housekeeper Certainly a tiled bath room
and tiled vestibule and plate glass storm
door- and stone in the front of the house
and cabinet mantels and the details now
fami11;ir to the modern buyer, even to one
of moderate means, are more apparent
than are well-laid brick walls, strong floor

well-se;tnoned wood in the partitions
and carefully finished openings and roof.
It is quite settled that all of these things

are possible in the house which the pocket-
tool of the ordinary citizen would Justify
Mm in buying, and the question is If the
buy* »f today were given a chance to
cheese between the two kinds of house*
which one would be selected. It might be
cwirhided from the kind of house that la
fire found in the sale market that an ex

H»leof good building would be rejected

in favor of the other i.ind. It does not folIlow that if a house is well built it must
| necessarily be without all the attractive
features mentioned above, but it goes withoutsaying that such things cannot be in
the same profusion as might be possible if
the money that is spent in that direction is
saved by using inlerior material and poor
workmanship.

What the Public Wants.
A house that presents the appearance of

having cost S'.t.GO I cannot be bui>t for live
thousand or six thousand dollars, and all
the materials and workmanship honestly
cailed for in tlie former house used in the
latter. The only known method by which
such an appearance can be maintained is
by cheapening the construction and in
spending the money in whole or in part that
is thus saved by putting in those things
which appeal to the eye and make a house
look stylish.
A we 1-built dwelling that may not look

to the average person unfamiliar with buildingas hav.ng been carefully constructed
and the invested money honestly used
would not probably fcc regarded as a good
seller, especially when it is brought in con-
trust with a house ot tne opposite Kind.
This is probably the position of the average
builder o. houses to se!>. He says, very naturallyand iforcitly. tha' he is it: the businessio "do business." and his aim is to
supply the market. If peopl want wellbuilthouses or houses ths: have more
money sj-ent ir the construction than is
now possible, when so many other things
ate dtinar.ded by the popular taste, he is
peifeetly wilJ.'ng to furr'sh houses of that
ciass, for aftfr ::!! he is !ti Ihc market to
find lUston.c.s.

Responsibility of the Buyer.
In other words, an improvement In the

kind of house that is built seems to be up
to the public. The people will get what
they want, at least to a large extent. The
speculative builder has a good deal- to
answer for, but it is hardly fair to hold him
responsible for everything that is done in
^'ne effor' to supply the demand for houses.
The man who buys has some degree of responsibilityfor tl:e character of the house

which tiu other man has built, for it is the
standard which, lie -is a part of the buying
public lias set that determines the t »:rse of
tilt buiUitT.

The Moore Kesiderce
A feature of tSi" reiidoncc !s being'

built on the south side of fits

avenue between 17th and IXLh str.-f.r :i >rihwestfor Mr. Clarence Moore i-: t amp'e
provision that Is made for !OOu;s for aervor.?oTho niiri! untier storv has been ar-

ranged for that purpese. and as it eontainsthirteen rooms and two bath rooms,

this part of the establishment, which is oil

a rather elaborate scale, is in proportion
to the rest of the house.
Owing to the large building site which

is available, it has been possible to give
the houic a rather unusual width for a

city house." and at the same time allow for
space 0:1 both sides. In this way the
house will stand entirely detached, and for
that reason the great depth of tOfl feet is
possible. The main entrance will be in the
center of the front and on a levei with the
street, so that there will be space for
rooms on both sides before the approach to
the staircase is reached. On one side of
the front door will be a large den and on
the other a billiard room with a smoking
room opening out from it. On the other side
of the hall and baek of the den wi 1 be a

cloak room. The rear portion of this floor
will be taken up with the kitchen and the
servants' liali. while the heating apparatus
will be In the basement.

Some Large Bourns.
Tiie principal or second floor will have

as its principal room the library, which
will extend entirely across the front of the
house, and will be the largest single room.

Opening from this will be 011 one side of
the hall a music room ar.d on the other a

reception room, while at the end of the
hall will be the dining room, which will be
the second room in the house in point of
size.
The second floor will bo divided up into

five sleeping' apartments, three of which
will have dressing: rooms and bath rooms
attached. There will t>e another bath room
on this floor. On the next floor, which will
be the fourth will be the apartments and
nursery for the children, with four bath
rooms, and on the upper, or fifth, floor will
he the room** for the servants
There will be h passenger elevator In the

house. Brick of light shade and stone will
be used in the construction of the exte
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rtor, which will bo in the French sty e of
architecture. Steel b:~.:.is and terra coita
will l"e used in the floors and the partitions
and the house will be fireproof. The
George A. Fuller Company has the contract
for the building.

A Theater Building.
On the Is! of February it is expected that

the building of the structure which is to bi
known as the Gaiety Theater, on !Kli street
between K and F streets will be begun. It
will he on the site of No. .">13 and a portionof No. 514 !>lh street, and wi.l extend
through to 8th street. It will have on the
latter street a depth of eighty feet. The
builder will be the George A. Fu ier Company.

Change in Location.
A change in the location or tne omce or

I the rc-al estate firm of TerrKl & Little has
Leen made. The firm is now occupying

! the commodious offices at 715 14t!i street,
just north of the Colorado building, where
its cilices were formerly.

Fourteenth Street Heights.
A change in the management of suburban

realty was noted during the past week.
when the Fourteenth Street Heights Land
Company signed a contract with Mr. Gil|bert t'. Spitzer. witlt offices in the Home
I>ife building, transferring to him the exclusiveagency to handle the subdivision
"Fourteenth Street Heights."
The n«-w management will grade all of the

streets aril lots in the subdivision and providewater, sewer, gas, electric lights and
lay granolithic sidewalks, all of wnich will
be done without cost to the purchasers of
the lots. In addition to such Improvements
a company known as the Building and SupplyCorporation will erect at an early date
a number of residences, which will mark
the opening up of the section.

Improvements to Be Made.
The management not only promises, but

guarantees that the improvements will be
completed as e-irly as possible. The 14th
street cars, which have been in operation

j for several weeks, pass the subdivision and |
go several squares beyond, to the Brightiwood race track.
The houses will be designed after the

*j !»KJSi iiii:G«rn iuoas in sumtroan arcmiecIture. combining all city conveniences. Mr.
\V. Frank Butts, who has had experience in
handling suburban properties, has been ap1pointed manafte: of the Fourteenth Street
Heights property and has already closed

j the sale of several lots in the subdivision.
.

SALE OF LOTS.

j Houses to Be Built by the Purchasers.
The following lots have been sold in the

Connecticut Avenue Heights Subdivision by
J. B. Wimer. real estate broker: Lot No.
south side of Bancroft just west of Con!necticut avenue, to John J. Hemphill, for
»ir. james <_». 11111; 101 i>o. -i. suuiu siae

Bancroft place west of Connecticut ave!nue, for I). C. Wharton Smith, to Mr. WalterO. Blackwood: lot No. 23. south side of
Bancroft, for F. G. Newlands, through
Thos. J. Fisher & Co.. Inc.. to Jas. L. Karrick;lot No. 21. south side Bancroft, for
Mr. F. U. Newlands, through Thos. J.
Fisher & Co.. Inc.. to Mrs. Elizabeth Edson
Eicbelberger; lot No. 21. south side BanIcroft place, for F. G. Newlands, to Mr.
Jas. G. Hill, through Thos. J. Fisher

Co.. Inc.; lot No. 20. south side of Bancroft.for D. C. Wharton Smith, to Mr.
F. P. Reeside. who is now erecting a home
there: lot No. i>. north side S street betweenConnecticut avenue and Phelps place,
for D. C. Wharton Smith, to Mr. W. O.
Blackwood. All the lots are twenty feet
front, and the average price paid was about
ertuui

The sales mentioned are of unimproved
property, but in the same subdivision and
on I.eRoy place is located the house which
Peachy & Hajfner. real estate brokers, recentlysold to Mrs Blair.

It is proposed to begin at once the improvementof some of the lots, and in the
coming spring tt is expected there will be
additional houses built. It is stated that
nearly all these transactions have been
closed within a comparatively short time,
and it Is looked upon as an indication of a
favorable condition of the market that
there has been as much buying of unimprovedground as these sales show, and
within such a small area.

- 'A .

\ 'x -i v '» ~
:

».< ;
/..v, V.';'} ; ..." .

'''

<:>'\ 'V: '-'. ' y.;%
... 1 - 1-/. , /v

'
-

a. -'".-J"<J::.' "Jf'-.-X-' ' & ''>:*&>
Y f'v.^ ^ \

- :
"

'* 1
\. S"\

yt-> y.* vv

BLah -T a r
"*

r ,

f WEST OS I STREET FBOM 16TH SI
(Photo by Staff Photographer.)

PljSPlg?*!1**".. ".'7" ""7-^.^TMT1

**> Juifr^g.'££&a£w:x'*- ^' "^5gggyhaj'/.. i^Ci^̂

ET AND TENNESSEE j

BEVELOPEOSIMy
Two Blocks of Ground Near

Judiciary Square.

IN STATE OF NEGLECT

Reference to a Jail Erected in the
Year 1803.

SITE OF PUBLIC SCHOOL HOUSE

Names of Owners of Property and

Value of Their Holdings.
Course of Stream.

In the two squares.No.'s 487 and 488.
between E and G, 5th and 6th streets the
development was slow in the early part of
the last century, and that. too. notwithstanding.especial!-}' on and about the lattersquare, good brick was lying in wait
for pick, shovel and mold to prepare it
for use in building. Possibly that conditinnmav hnvA lp.i to Pratt. FVanrls ;ind

others, who in other portions of the city
had engiged in the development of property,to invest in the section in question,
but there is no evidence that any intention
to build in the squares mentioned materialized.The squares, however, were developedby the corporation improving the
streets and private citizens building homes
and stores as rapidly as the government
reclaimed tlie area now known as Judiciary
Square. The latter was an eyesore for
more than hslf a century and the vieweastwardwas not an attractive one. It is
true that upon it, north of the tool house
and watchman's quarters, was the old jail,
erected in 18U3. I'ntil about 1S30 the jail
had no wall about it. The ravine through
which ran a stream coursing serpentlnely
from about iith and G streets to 4th and K
streets and thence to the Tiber near Indianaavenue and 1st street was attractive
onlv to the idle hovs of the dav. It re-

mainod open until about 1854, when, by
means of an appropriation of $!l.00'> by
Congress, it was hidden from the public
gaze. The following year a simple fence
was placed around the square and a brick
pavement laid, but the interior of the
square was in a state of neglect for many
years, notwithstanding that about 18-10 a
new jail was erected within the lines near
4th and (i streets and was known by the
criminal class as "The Blue Jug." The
c!d jail became the Washington Infirmary,
housing many soldier patients in the early
part of the war. It was destroyed November3, 18111. by fire. The corporation. In
1844, by permission of the government, locatedone of the public schools in the
square, on the 5th street side of F street,
and there many local citizens were taught
by Dr. Tobias AVatkins and others. It
was a plain two-storied structure, with a
rcom In each story. Those who remember
it while viewing the structures of the presentcan scarcely realize that they attended
school in so simple a structure.

Transfer of First Lot.
The first lot on this square which passed

out of the hands of the United States and
David Burns, the original proprietors betweenwhom the lots were ailoted, was to
Samuel Davidson, himself a proprietor. It
w_s lot 1, square 487, the transfer being
made in 1704. On It Is now the Norris
building at the northwest corner of r>th
qr»i"l TT struts. Tn Prntf IT».a« »/%;*.

others took four other lots in the square.
In square 488 W. Penro=e Matthews acquired,In 1708. lots 2 and 3 on 13 street
and Pratt, Francis & Company the five
remaining lots in Burns' name. Though
there is no record of Improvements found
in the early years of the last century there
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VVENUE NORTHEAST.

is tradition that a house on the corner of
F and .">th streets* was the scene of revelry
when the Hrltlsh were in this city in
August. 181-1. An old resident of the
neighborhood, long a member of the associationof Oldest Inhabitants, many years
ago stated to the writer that he was a
boy of ten years of age when the British
invaded Washington; that he saw a numberof orderlies take horses there for the
officers and a soldier pointed out one officer
as Oen. Boss.
In 1803 the ground was valued at 1 cents

by the corporation, but in 1807 half a oent
was the figure. In 181B Catherine Hayes
1 U* * 1 l-fi oAt- .
ijvujjia mc fuai no.ii ui iui .. niiu 111 inr i

twenties a S'JOO improvement was assessed.
William A. Bradley bought three lots.5, 7
and lO.in 1816, and Eleazer Llndsley bought
lots ."> and (5. In 1820 Mrs. Catherine Haines
bought part of the lot at (5th and G streets.
Rev. O. B. Brown bought lot 3. corner 6th
and F streets, and part lot 2. In the twentiesMr. Bradley had a $!o0 improvement
on 6th street. Mrs. Haines one of $200 at
the corner of 6th and G streets, and Mr.
Brown had improvements of $150 and $250.
In 1819 lot 1, at the corner of 5th and F
streets, had passed to Commodore Decatur
and Col. Bomford, and shortly thereafter

> x-.r s

"> -

<

* v V V* \ f» > \

ii- up if;Wiiii)iiiiiji«iiiBii,iiiJ
...| ..s :>

'

; %
: .*

\'V v'-.v',-'is

b

M STREET NO]

was leased to Frank Brooks, who afterwardbought the property. Mr. Brooks and
his wife conducted a grocery there for
many years. Mrs. Hayes. Mrs. Susan Johnsonand Absolem Rodbird. a carpenter and
builder, were residents of F street.
In 1824 Henry Hay. a popular painter,

bought part of lot 5. on which he erected
the residence occupied by him until the
fifties, and George M. Grouard. long the
foreman of the Intelligencer office, bougtit
nearby, erecting a $K>0 house. H. M. Moffettacquired part of lot 2 Cn F street, J.
J. Jones property on 5tli street, as also
Mrs. Ann Brown, before the thirties, and 1
N". Mulliken. T. Detter, E. O. Beall and J.
J. Clark were on lot 7 on G street.

Valuation of Fourteen Cents. j
Fourteen cents per foot was the maximum

valuation from 1S30 to 1840, and newcomers

included Basil Magill, on 5th street; A.
Rodblrd. at Cth and F streets, and Walter
Humphries, on G street. Some of the Improvementshad appreciated, Francis i

Brooks' heirs being charged on $1,600 im- t

provements on lot 1, 5th and F streets, '

where Mrs. Brooks was keeping a grccery; i ^

H. M. Moffatt, $!MX> on lot 2 on F street; j i
O. M. Grouard, $900. and A. T. F. Bell, j i

$250 on Cth street, and R. Brown 1700 on J
A

5th street. About 1840 Jacob Seufot-ltv Innir
' « (.

a baker, bought lets 3 and 4. and for many 1
years had his bake house and ras'dence ! 1
thereon. In that decade there were others 1

than those named, including John P. Stall- j ^
ir.gs, a woll-known house and sign painter t
of his day; William Daiton, a hackman; I
James McCarty, grocer: John Morgan. M
boot and shoe maker; Robert Cohen, shoe } 0dealer, who had before lived on G street; j T
Mrs. Cornock. bonnet maker, on F street; | r
A. S. II. White, long of the land office and 11
Interior Department: T. F. Semmes. cro- I I
cer; Samuel McElwee, printer; De Witt i s

Kent, Phil Erin's, Mrs. Baker, W. A. Brad- J f1
ley. Charles Mann, on Cth street; Mr. '<

Goooh, Mrs. C. Lar.sdale, F. B. Lord, poach- E
maker, who r.ad moved from F street: R

David C. Reed, a tailor, and John Caton, 1
who conducted a grocery at the corner of f
5th street. 0:i the latter street was located v

the printer, Michael Caton. who afterward *
moved to the square north, and others. '
The Brooks family, at 5th and F streets, f
was about the best known in the square. ^
Francis Brocks, the father, or his wife J
having conducted u grocery there from a
about 1820 to the middle cf the century, f'
one of the sons, John, following the car- a
nenfer'q trmip- and nnnther W T
that of a printer.

tIn square No. 4S8, by 1830 there had been ''
r-onslQf.rab!o progress, and notwithstanding °
the ponds left by the brick-makers, there
was a church apon it. a number of dwell- '

lags and some >.irge buildings in prospect.Few had teen the transfers in real estate s
until in 1815 when the Pratt-Francis lots w
changed hands. Samuel Elliot. Jr., purchased a
that year the lot at the southeast comer
jf 6th and F street*, which the year fol- { '

lowing was acquired by Mr. John Boyle, '

or.g chief ciork of the Navy Department,who alio boufrht Jot 14, on 5th street, and ..

aier other lots. They were not built uponjnttl about the thirties. In 1810 James 11c- ?'ormick acquired lot 2, on E street.
Purchase by Peter Marty. H

The next year Peter Morty bought the let I
it the corner of K and Sth streets, the site I Rt>f the Colombia Title Company's oflUn.

I

-

; ; 1
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as also the adjoining; lot north, and these
in 1818 he sold to John Brannan and by him
were sold to Mr. Boyle. The same year Wm.
Salter acquired lot 12, about midway of
the souare in 5th street, and hnilt « hr>m«>
valued at $1,500. R. Ba'.'Jard had lot 4, on
6th street north of E street, and IiTgie &
Lindsey were on the lot the same year.
James M. Varn'um was the owner or lot 8.
at the northeast corner of 6tli and K streets,
in 1821, but in a few years disposed of it.
Ambrose Lynch purchased the corner where
he lived many years and carried on the
grocery trade, iiis house, which Is yet standing,being assessed at $1.:S00. M. Flanigan
was next with a $900 property and Charles
Pettitt at the east end of the lot. where he
lived many years. The two parts of lot 3,
on 6th street, went to John Hume, a carpenter.and W. Douglas, the former betng
a resident there for ft lone" time Tn that
decade Aaron Von Cobta, J. S Clark and
Phillip and Gregory Ennis acquired Cth
street property.
In 1838 the Wesley M. E. Church was organized,principally by members from

Foundry, and. being the offspring thereof,
the deed for the site, lot 10, at the south.-v.
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RTHWEST, LOOKING EAST FROM 6T

west corner of F and 5th streets, was taken
by the trustees of Foundry.George Crandle.John Connell, Richard Thompson.
George Bushby, Jacob Hlnes and Ulysses
Ward. Familiarly known as the chapel and .

being the scene of a memorable revlva/ in i
which Rev. J. Newlar.d Moflitt was th« I
leading spirit, resulting in hundreds of con- I
versions and several ether suMi occasions,
it was not many years before it became one (

of the largest charges cwf thai denomination. s

The original church was one of the con- j i

ventlona! chapel buildings irf that clay i

Alongside of it on 5th street. *n !S40, part of 1
lot 11 was asquired by the trustees.Wash- I
Ington Lewis, Dr. Thos. Sewali. Fnoch 1
Tucker, H. C. S:nde. John Scrivener. C. W. !

Botelor and Thomas Havener. and a Suti- i
Jay school room was ercted. In the fifties
the present church building was erected,
covering the ground originally acquired,
with tSat conveyed in 1S40. (

Brick Yard Ponds.t
Though the holdings remained to a large :

ixtent unimproved for several years prior <

.0 about IS-10. much of the ground in the f
'orm of brick had gone Into houses else- *

vhc-re. and there were consequents some :

jrickyard ponds !n the square. M.- Boyie ,
vas then the largest owner in the square, a

/an Coble, a carpenter and builder, liad lo-. c
ated on the square, and from 8 to 12 cents t
trr imn was ute vaiur m-iuic mr p>i uuuu i

i;id appreciated to 12 and 20 cents per foot, t
ktr. Boyle built blocks of houses.one at s
he southeast corner of the square, and r
>ne at the northwest corner of the square; t
md J. K. Clarke. Van Coble and Philip En- k
lis improved the (ith-street front. Mr.
toy le resided tr. his Oth and F street block a

rr some years. His was a leading family t
f the neighborhood and city. The father t
ras long- chief clerk of the Navy Depart- b
nent, and his Ave sons atta'ned proml- n

*>nre, they being Commodore Junius I. a

!oy!e, United States navy; J. Franklin, tl
uperintendent of tt.e construction of the
reasury; CorneMus. a physician, who was si
a the medical service of the confederacy; u

lert. United States consul at Port Mihona,. si
nd Eugene, wiio distinguished himself in ci
he Mexican war by winning promotion 01
rom the ranks to a captaincy, and who e:
-as a victim of ye low fever when "home- | a
rard bound. The poetess. Miss Esmeralda j p
toyle, now of Baltimore, represents the C
amlly in literary circles. In the Hock si
imos Kendall, Postmaster General, and o
ohn Masstn, chief clerk, afterward assist- tl
Bt postmaster general, resided on F street ti
3r a time, as did also Dr. Cornelius Boyle, a
nd afterward Dr. Johnson Elliott. Charles
>e Seiding ar.d others. fc
Mr. Boyl^ in 3K'i3 was assessed $7 .<(V> on a
aur three-story Irick houses at the corrfrr is
f 5th and E streets, and *7 500 on the block e;
t t'tl: and F streets: J. S. CI »rkf» $8,50) and w

on brick houses on 6th street, and | si
I. Jeffers and Ingle & Lindsey Jl.'JOo each; st
outh of them and north of Clark's houses bi
as an tUCO house of Mr. Van Coble and fa
a $1,100 house of Mr. EnnlK. Mr. Salter j re
ao asfes3<-<i on ti .»*» on w street, ana on | a<
le corner lot. E nnd r»th streets, Lynch'» tii
ouse had been reduced to $>*>> valuation sc
nd Mr. Flanigan to the same amount. oi
Eighty years ago or more among the resientsof the square not already named tr
ere Mason Piggott, a hatter, and later Is
ir many years a constable and po'loe of- wl
set; Mr. Tarleton, also a hatter; John tli
ume, a carpenter, and It- Ballard, a mer- pa
»Bt tailor, on 6th ctr.^et; Mark fllckey pr
id Thomas Camp, bricklayers, on 5th cli
reet, and James MoOormlc* on E street. he
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GOOD PUBLIC EC01My
Results of the Plan to Save

Public Funds.

LAWN SPACES ON STREET

How They Can Be Made Much More
Effective.

CITY AUTHORITIES CAN ASSIST

Lawns Without Grass Are Not Attractiveand the Latter Might
Be Improved.

It may seem to be a trivial muter. rind
one that Is hardly worth the consideration
of municipal authorities. but after all It Is
the details that go to make up the whale,
and it is the perfection in the small miltersthat eount in civic affairs just as in
other directions. For that reason it i* regardedas important that some attention
be given to the condition of the strip of
land that In many of the str>-'t-i of (,hecity lies between the sidewalk and the
curb.
The purpose of having luoh a free placoIn the mid.it of the paved surface Is of

course to (jive an opportunity for additional
lawn space. The theory of this provision is
that the householder will gi\« ti.e same
care to the action of the street between
the sidewalk and the curb as he does to
that which extends from the sidewalk to
the house. As a rule this expectation on
the part of the District government Is realized.The average householder has nodded
this space and put It In the s»m« shape u.i
Is the rest of the parking in front of his
house.

Good Municipal Economy.
At the same time the municipal authoritieshave reduced the amount of square

yards that It is necessary to cover with
pavement, Hnu ro inai «»xioni cut ilnwn lh<f
cost and so lessened the outlay of the public
funds for this specific purpose. On thi* ac
count this device or new arrangement of
the sidewalk space in city streets will be
looked upon as a good piece of municipal
economy.
As has been stated, the expected co-operationof the citizens has not tn-cn withheld,

but in spite of the theoretical and practic.il
advantages of the change and the favorable
indorsement of the residents 1( may be
said that the plan has proved to be a failureIn so far as a genera'.' Improvement in
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H STREET.

the appearance of the city is concerned.
There are two reasons for this and pr.o

is lick of consideration on the part of li: i

public for the grass spaces, so that thev
ire used-freely as a part oi the sidewuis.?.
md the other is tlie difficulty in keeping lhn

alive owing to the dense shad" of t!-.<!
:rees that line the streets.
This arrangement of the street, showing

i lawn space between the house and tha
sidewalk, «.nd another between the sid >ivalkand the curb and extending on both
sides of the streets, looks very well wh u
aid out on paper, especially when an at:raetiveshade of green is used in the wa
er-color drawing. In reality, however, this
ipace is bare ground and very ugly, showngno improvement over the pavement

What Can Be Done.
Some things can be done to remedy this

xjndition. In the first place the efforts of
lie householder to cover this section with
;rass can be aided by having the'branches
>f the trees a'ong the streets trimmed i ff,
(specially the lower limbs, and in this way
five the sunlight a chance to reach the
cround. Grass, as is well known, does n"t
hrive in the shade. It needs the light oT
.lie sun. unu 11 me municipal garaei:^1
vould only give this section of the street*
t chance there Is no doubt that at once a
lecided change would he seen !n the eondiionsin this particu'ar. At the sim" time
his treatment of the trees would be i Rn n\
hint! for the parking proper and would leultin giving new life to the lawnn. and
tot make it necessary for the householder
o ivsod his lawn every year In order to
;eep it In any sort of shape.
There is something else that can be rto'i
nd this is also for the city autUnrit
hat is the miking of a s..rt of curb aionghe outer edge of the sidewalk, so u>
order this open space. It need not b«
>ore than a couple of inches in. heiglit.
rd p.i n he <cr» 1n cn« >lr f hu nrn''n« >

.1 L tl U|J ' 1

!ie edge of tl:e concrete sldewa'k:
The purpose Is. that Flight as it m.iy
pem as a dividing line fc'-twren ttifc s:d-

alkand the grass space on the outer
ide, yet it will be sufficient to remind tlio
areless and neglectful citizen that lie
ugh! not to trample the space inclospj. An
sample of what this Bort of a thing c in
ccompllsh may be seen about the liltln
ublic reservation at the int'rs«otU»ji -of
onnecticut avenue with (J and "JlKh
treets. The sidewalk is curled up at the
uter edge in the manner suggested, and
int peems to afford a competent proti*-onto the grass plot between the £*dew i'S«
nd the curb.
Of course if the public had more respost
>r grass and for the fact that wlion along
public street it belongs to the public ami
the property of all for the delight of the

re and the adornment of the city, it
ould no' be necessary to make any prmionto ktiep the idle or carel ess foot 'r-iTi
raying over on the gre'ii strips wli'uh
jrder the sidewalks of the city. B.it t.ho
tct is that the public dues need to be dl-
cted. to some extent, and when it cm lie
>ne at what seems to be a trifling ajritonaioutlay, the advan; age of giving
pme consideration to this matter Is {.»
ivious to need argument.
Then if something is done about tho
eea, so that the shade about their Imrs
not as dense as It is at present, th-ro

III be a marked Improvement not mi'y In
e places referred to, but a'xo in (ho
rklng. The latter is a matter not onJj- of

esentconsequence in the looks ft U;e '

ty. but aleo of financial moment to fverv r
ruseholder who pays any attention at all
the parkins in front of his house.


